Puketapapa Mt Roskill
& Waikaraka Cycleway

Two separate projects: a thoughtful design that allowed Mt Roskill to
retain its volcanic form in the face of SH20's oncoming traffic, and the
sympathetic introduction of a cycleway to the slopes of the maunga.

by Richard Reid Photo v Sajeev Ruthramoorthy

ichard Reid & Associates was engaged by Transit NZ (now
the New Zealand Transport Agency) and Auckland City
Council to redesign two transport infrastructure projects
involving Puketapapa Mt Roskill Volcano, a landscape of
national and international importance in Auckland.

The volcano had been the key issue regarding consent
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fit led to our practice being engaged to redesign the cycleway with the
assistance of the engineering firm URS Ltd.

The council wisely decided that integrating the cycleway within a
landscape plan for the north face would ensure a more holistic outcome,
including enhancement of its cultural and natural values. We based the
landscape plan on a design proposed by Ngati Whatua o Orakei and our
practice for Transit in 2005 (which had not been able to progress). The
plan incorporates the way Maori historically organised space on Auckland's
volcanoes (maunga). In Tamaki Makaurau, maunga formed the origin points
of a complex land use system, acting as foci for habitation, cultivated
gardens, food storage and defensive fortifications (Pa), often built to
protect the food storage.

Puketapapa's past uses and Mgati Whatua's ancestors are
acknowledged with waharoa (gateways) and light palisade fencing that
mark important boundaries and guide passage safely across the maunga.
Reference to a volcanic slope garden is made through use of basalt stone
gifted from Transit's excavation work. Typically, volcanic slope gardens
were built radiating outwards from the summit of maunga like the spokes
of a wheel. One segment here is designed to pass through the existing
palm tree avenue, creating a transitional space which slows down cyclists
and signals the changing gradient of the maunga.

New plantings dress the maunga and accentuate its curvature. Toetoe,
harekeke cultivars, ti kouka and kiekie are planted for cultural harvesting;
kiokio and Doodia australis ferns highlight spring growth; and Puketapapa’s
ideal grass cover, the native Microlaena stipoides, is re-introduced in large
numbers to also enhance its historic association with Maori settlement of
maunga as well as develop a seed source for the Auckland Region.
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The final outcome brings together two very different transport
infrastructure projects. It is a unique expression of the maunga’s bicultural
heritage, enhancing Puketapapa as a touchstone for Tangata whenua and
the local community. The cycleway project was blessed by Ngati Whatua
and publicly opened on 25th July 2010. ©
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01: Puketapapa Mt Roskill iprevious spread)
viewed from the Dominion Rd motorway
overbridge. 02: Landscape proposal for
Puketapapa by Ngati Whatua o Orakei

and Richard Reid. 03: Cycleway, western
entrance, 04: Cycleway and pedestian path.
Basalt walls reference traditional Maori
voleanic slope gardens. 05: Ngati Whatua

o Orakei design of palisade fence for
Puketapapa (2005).06: Construction drawing
of palisade fence for steelworker assembly.
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